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Next Trip May 30 - June 10, 2009
For the L-rd has chosen Zion;
He has desired it for His dwelling place;
This is My resting place forever;
Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.
I will abundantly bless her provision;
I will satisfy her poor with bread.
I will also clothe her priests with salvation,
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy.
Psalm 132:13-16

A Tale of Two Families
Have you ever considered what it takes to have
a healthy home where children thrive and feel
loved and safe? On our most recent trip to
Israel we saw two very different pictures of
believing families in Israel.
The first family consisted of a Mother, son and
grown daughter. For sake of privacy we’ll call
the Mother “N”. She immigrated to Israel 35
years ago, built her small home with her
husband, and raised a family. Her marriage was
difficult and finally ended but she continued on.
Searching for answers “N” visited a Messianic
congregation and eventually became a believer.
At that time her daughter was 16 and heavily
involved in drugs. Her life was a mess. Another
family in the congregation took “N” and her
children under their wing and with G-d’s
intervention and the love of this couple both

children came to the L-rd. Her daughter was
able to get off drugs and is now actively
involved in the leadership of a congregation in
Tel Aviv and her son is 15 and growing in his
faith. “N” lost her job a year ago and is in
serious financial difficulties but with the help of
a supportive congregation the family remains
solid in their faith even though they struggle
financially. It was our pleasure to spend a day
painting her home.
The second family we met consisted of a
mother and 5 children ages 6 –17 years old. The
Mother, “E” lived with a violent husband in
Russia. The children suffered greatly at the
hands of their father until the Mother brought
them to Israel five years ago, leaving the
violence behind but also leaving everything
familiar behind. “E” too is a believer but she
told us she feels completely lost and
overwhelmed. She is educated but for now
must clean homes each day to provide food for
her children. She makes about $1,000 a month
and half goes to pay rent on a tiny apartment.
Her Hebrew is limited but there is no time for
study. Her apartment is strewn and dirty but she
has no energy to do better.
When we arrived at her apartment we found
four children skipping school. They wanted to
meet the Americans so their mother gave in and
let them stay home. We had two men in our

work group of 6. It was heart rendering to see
how hungry the children were for a positive
male influence in their lives.

mother loves them deeply but she works long
hours and is emotionally spent.
We are praying for two things for this
family. We are praying that someone in their
congregation will “adopt” them - Someone that
will invite them over for dinner, do activities with
the children, listen to the mother and help her
get established. Secondly we are praying that
G-d will lay it upon your heart to sponsor one of
these children. We would like to provide the
finances for after school activities or tutoring for
each of the five children so they can get needed
help and are not spending hours unsupervised
alone in their apartment.

The one boy in the family, David, asked if he
could help with the work. Being only 11 years
old we were amazed to watch him work side by
side with the men all day until the task was
finished. He was very proud of himself.
But as the day came to an end the children
became quieter and more anxious. The six year
old daughter came up to several of us and gave
us a hug while we were working. She quietly
said, “Before you came our place was gray like
fog but now it’s white like clouds.” Even though
the walls were very dirty before we began to
paint I felt like she was trying to express what
she felt inside more than the color of the walls.
Eleven-year-old
David asked if
we could stay
longer or come
back again. He
wanted to know
if our David
would write him
by email. Of all
the work
projects we
have done in
the last 6 years
this home was the hardest to leave. We saw
very little food or toys in the apartment.
Children don’t ask for much. They can handle
doing without many things but they do need a
safe place and love. These children desperately
need a nurturing adult in their life – one that
can provide security and direction. I know their

$50 a month will provide an after school activity
for one child. All the children are
struggling in school due to their
Inasmuch
limited knowledge of Hebrew.
as you
If you would like to help the
did it to
“E” family please contact us.
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the least
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My
brethren
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to Me.

Matt.25:40

We would like to thank our fantastic team:
Donna, Ed, Karen, Kathryn, Sherri, Ernie, Walda,
Tina, Johnny and Pat for all their hard work. Our
prayer is that these families were blessed
beyond all our expectations.

If you would like to experience
experience 12 fantastic days
seeing the land GG-d calls “His resting place
forever” please contact us for details.

UPCOMING TRIPS TO ISRAEL
May 3030- June 10, 2009
October 3131- November 11, 2009
You may have noticed the “o” missing from the name
of G-d in this newsletter. To honor His holy name,
Jewish people refrain from adding the “o” when
writing the name of G-d. We have chosen to respect
their tradition by doing the same.

